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NUMISMATICS AS A HOBBY. 


The time has never been in the civilized world, 
when men did not foliow some particular pursuit 
or another, for the mere pleasuré of the following. 

We have no question but that there were col- 
lectors of rare pottery at Pompeii, and of éric a 
brac in the halcyon days of Cuzco and Lima, 
under the Incas, 

In Rome, men brought together statuary and 
bassi relievi, in the times of the Caesars; and 
tesselated pavements, mosaics, and arabesque paint- 
ings, were preserved as curiosities before the 
Moors entered Spain, and consecrated the advent 
of heathen Africa into christian Europe, by the 
erection of the Alhambra. 

There have been collectors of every conceive- 
able thing : 

Byouterie. Marqueterie, Poitchomanie, Buhl, 
Ormolu, Orfevrerie, Sevres China, and Lace of 
Valenciennnes, Florentine Mosaics, and Swiss 
carvings in wood, 

Wherever the eye perceives beauty, the heart 
indicates desire of possession, and so spring up 
what are popularly termed hobbies, on which men 
ride for a life-time, some to satiety, some to frui- 
tion, some to ruin. 

Now, when the desire for the collection of 
. coins first grew to be fashionable, is unknown. 
Probably it has existed, to some extent, ever 
since the introduction of coinage as a fine art. 

The desire to possess specimens of this new 
and important manufacture, must have been strong 


74) 
74) 





lin the breasts of the early Greeks and Romans, 


and we can readily imagine Pliny, Aristophanes, 
Catullus, Ovid, Livy, or even Cicero, with their 
Coin Cabinets, over which they must have en- 
joyed peculiar satisfaction, as inaugurating a new 
pastime in anew science. But it is all imagina- 
tion after ali, for we find no record of the early 
collection or existence of any such cabinets. 

The oldest Numismatic societies in Europe, 
are modern in their date, and no records ex- 
isting, we have to depend on probabilities or 
tradition for any knowledge we may obtain on 
the subject. 

But certainly Numismatics, while no doubt an 
expensive hobby, is the most harmless, and the 
most educating and refining in its influences, that 
one could pursue. 

Enobling, by leading one to pursue his investi- 
gations into history and the arts, it is engrossing 
and all-pervading. 

The Numismatist thinks of nothing but rare 
coins, muses on them, dreams of them. 

His enjoyment involves all species of pleasure 
and mental excitement. 

He is a sportsman, a gamestcr, an artist, a 
detective, a critic, an expert. 

He follows the scent of a rare coin as a hound 
coes that of a rabbit, and is never satisfied til] he 
has traced it to its burrow. 


The passions excited are ambition, hope, desire 
and envy; but never any to an extent to be in- 
jurious. ; 

Your true Numismatist is usually a man of 
gentlemanly instincts, and scholarly attainments. 
His associations are with men who think, reason, 
compare, sift evidence, and judge. He is little 
likely to be gulled, being always on the look-out 
for counterfeits ; still less likely to deceive others, 
having a wholesome contempt for base fabrication. 
On the whole, this hobby is one which should be 
encouraged, because it leads the workings of the 
mind into proper channels, trains the faculties, 
and educates and encourages a sound, healthful 
taste for the xsthetic. 
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BULLETIN 


OF THE 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC & ARCHAZOLOGICAL | 


SOCIETY. 


Notice.— The American Numismatic and Archaological Society 
will be at all times pleased to communicate with any indi- 
widuals or Societies,on Numismatic or Archeological topics, 
to answer questions, and give all information desired, 
Letters of inquiry addressed to “Cuas. De F. Burns, Cor. 
Sec’y, Mott Haven, Westchester Co., N.Y ,” will receive 
prompt attention, 


Regular Meeting, January 24, 1867. 


The President, F. H. Norton, Esq., in the 
chair. The minutes of the last regular meeting 
were read and approved. 

The Committee on the Lincoln Medal re- 
ported, that a correspondence was in progress 
with Mr. Sigel, which would at some future period 
be laid before the Society. 

The President read a communication from 
Hon. Samuel B_ Ruggles, U. S. Commissioner to 
the Paris Exposition, in reference to making a 
collecticn of American Coins for exhibition, with 
his repiy to the same. [This correspondence 
has already appeared in the Journat. ] 

After considerable discussion, it was moved by 
Mr. Parish, and seconded by Dr.. Perine, that the 
Society cooperate with the President, in carrying 
out the idea developed in the correspondence just 
read. Motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. F. A. Wood nominated several gentlemen 
to honorary membership; laid over under the 
rules. 

Communications of interest, in reference to the 
Journat or Numismatics, were read by the 
Corresponding Secretary. ‘ 

Several valuable donations were received and 
recorded, when on motion adjourned. 


Daniev Parish, Jr., 
Sec. pro tem, 


Regular Meeting, Fanuary 24, 1867. 
Owing to the inclemency of the weather, and 


there being no quorum present, the meeting was 
not called to order. 


—@ 


BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting was held on Thursday, Jan. 
3d, in the Library of the hall of the Mass. Horti- 
cultural Society, ‘Ihe regular business was trans- 
acted, and the various official reports were pre- 
sented, from which it appeared that the society is 
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in a highly flourishing condition. A letter was 
read from Mr. Charles Bunker, resigning member- 
ship in consequence of engagements which prevent 
his presence at meetings, but expressing great in- 
terest in the welfare of the society. Messrs. Pratt 
and Putnam, being appointed a committee to 
nominate officers for the present year reported the 
old board for re-election ; their report was adopted, 
and the following were declared officers of the 
society for 1867: President—Jeremiah Colburn; 
Vice-President and Curator—John P, Putnam; 
Treasurer—Henry Davenport; Secretary —Wil- 
liam S. Appleton. 


Dr. Green exhibited a dollar of Maximilian, 
Emperor of Mexico, belonging to James Parker 
of Springfield, a member of the Society. The 
Emperor’s peculiar beard is so drawn as to present, 
| when the coin is reversed, the appearance of the 
head of a donkey. Dr. Green supposed this to 
| be an intentional piece of satire on the part of the 
| artist, but it is not impossible that it may have 
| been caused by the difficulty of representing the 
| style of beard worn by his Majesty. ‘The Secre- 
tary exhibited several large Italian bronze medals 
| of the fifteenth century, partly of the families of 
| Este, Malatesta, and Gonzaga. There are two 
with the inscription, ‘* Opus Pisani Pictoris” ; one 
of them has the head of John Francis di Gonzaga, 
first Marquis of Mantua, wearing a curious Eastern 
| head-dress, and on the reverse two knights on 
horseback, and is nearly four inches in diameter; 
the other of Lionel, Marquis d’Este, has on the 
reverse a mask of three taces. Another medal 
bears the head of Isotta of Rimini, whose hair is 
dressed in the strange fashion of the time; on the 
reverse is only a large elephant. Another has the 
head of Jerome Savonarola, in his hood as a monk. 
The society adjourned at 5 Pp. M, 





————= 


RHODE ISLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION. 
—_—— ’ 

The annual meeting of this Association was held 
on the evening of January 14th, 1867, the Pre- 
sident in the chair. 

The reports of the Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Cabinet Keeper, were read, approved, and ordered 
to be placed on file. * 

The Secretary in his report briefly reviewed 
the proceedings of the Association for the past 
year, and gave an account of its condition at the 
present time. 

The Treasurer’s report shows the finances to be 
in a promising condition. 

The Cabinet Keeper reports upwards of 600 
coins, medals, &c., in the cabinet; also, a number 
of catalogues and books; among which are nine 
volumes of the Rhode Island Colonial Records, 
donated by Hon, John R. Bartlett, Secretary of 
State, and which form the foundation of a future. 
library for the use of the Association. ’ 
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Georg: D. Hersey, and George Upham, were 
elected active members. 

A vote of thanks were extended to the Ameri- 
can Numismatic and Archzlogical Society, for the 
donation of the Numismatic Journal. 

The following were unanimously elected officers 
of the Association for the ensuing year : 


President, Charles Gorton; Vice President, 
Desmond Fitzgerald ; Secretary, John J. Meader ; 
Treasurer, Charles T. Metcalf; Cabinet Keeper, 
Asa Lyman; Executive Committee, The Presi- 
dent, ex officio, Albert V. Jenks, George T. Paine. 

After a pleasant discussion upon various topics 
relating to Numismatics, during which much in- 
terest was manifested, relative to the proof coin- 
age of the U.S. Mint, the Association adjourned 
to February 22nd, at which meeting, the members 
are expected to exhibit their Washington picces. 

‘The Association, in commencing a new year, 
continues its search for historical matter in con- 
nection with Numismatics, and trusts that its in- 
vestigations will result in the disclosure of facts, 
both profitable and satisfactory. 

Providence, R. I. 





NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF 
MONTREAL. 





The monthly meeting of the society was held 
on Wednesday evening, Jan. 15th, J. L. Bronsdon, 
Esq., President, in the chair. A valuable dona- 
tion of English silver coin (in beautiful state of 
preservation) was received from the well-known 
numismatist, F. W. Lincoln, Esq., of London, 
England, who is an honorary member of the 
society. The following are the names of the 
several pieces: Groat of Queen Mary; Edward 
VI. shilling; Elizabeth sixpence, 1565; James I. 
shilling; Charles I. shilling (triangle); Charles 
I], set of Maundy money, 1676; Willjam and 
Mary half-crown, 1689; William III. sixpence, 
1797; Anne shilling, 1709; Anne sixpence, 
1708 ; George I. shilling, s.s.c. 1723; George II. 
half-crown (Lima), 1746; George II. ghilling 
(young head roses and plumes), 1736; George 
II. sixpence (old head plain), 1758; George III. 
shilling (bust in armour), 1787); George III. 
sixpence (old head), 1820; Victoria set of Maundy 
money, 1866. Mr. J. L. Bronsdon presented a 
fac-simile of an old medal found in the ruins of a 
temple in Siberia, the characters on which are 
said to be ancient Irish. Mr. A. Sandham pre- 
sented 6 American copperheads, and a fac-simile 
of Egyptian papyrus from British Museum. It 
was decided to hold the meetings twice in each 
month, as the interest in the society and its ob- 
jects seemed to be on the increase; and it was 
announced that at the next meeting a paper upon 
an interesting subject would be read by A. N. 








THE DEPRAVITY OF AMERICAN 
COINAGE, 





[We commend to our readers, and particularly to 
the “Chicago Tribune” and “N, Y. Journal 
of Commerce,” the following selection from a 
speech, made by Mr. Morrill in the House of 
Representatives on Thursday, Jan. 24th, ult.] 

Ep. 


The following table shows the work of our mints 
and assay offices since first established :— 


Gold coinage ........ - » « $845,536,600 
ae ee 136,351,812 
Coppercoinage .. 2.2... 55535623 








Total . . . $987,424,035 

Where is it? Most of it has disappeared, rated 

at the value of the pure metal contained, and not 
a whit advanced by the artists of the Mint. Among 
other modes of reducing the standard value of 
money Congress began as early as 1837 by debas- 
ing our gold and silver coins, and declared that of 
1,000 parts goo should ke of pure metal and 100 
parts alloy. ‘The standard of British gold is one 
part alloy in every 12; but we have no coins 
which are not debased at least one part in every 
10. Atthat time goid could be more profitably 
exported than silver, and this measure was designed 
not only to make the legal value of the two equi- 
valent to their relative commercial value, but to 
bring gold into more general circulation. Neither 
object was secured, ‘The rates of value, of fifteen 
| or sixteen to one, soon became obsolete, and gold 
| coins, although the standard was purposely placed 
| below that of silver, were still exported. In order 
| to retain in the country any silver, which being 
worth more than its Jegal tender value, bore a 
premium and was, sold as a commodity, it then be- 
came necessary to reduce the weight of the silver 
coinage, and the half dollar in 1853 was reduced 
from 206} grains to 192 grains, and fractional 
parts to the same proportion. Silver dollars at 
once disappeared, and eagles bearing date prior to 
1837, being worth in proportion to the new eagles 
$10.66, also disappeared. The weight of these 
in 1791, standard gold, was 270 grains, but in 
1837 they were reduced to 258 grains. The 
debasement of our coinage, never entirely pure, 
was thus about seven per cent. Foreign coins, 
beyond our power to debase, have been of course 
permitted to be rated at an increased valuation. 
lhe pound sterling of Great Britain, or sovereign, 
was made a lawful tender in 1794 at $4 44, and 
in 1842 it was raised to $4 84, being an increase 
of over nine per cent. It wiil be seen from this 
recital that the standard of the United States coin- 
age is very low, and the normal condition of ex- 
change with most other civilized nations is always 
against us. Exchange on London, when at not 








Rennie, Esq., one of the members of the society. 














over nine and a half per cent, is really at par. 
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When our paper money is promptly convertible 
into specie it is still much below the par of the 
countries with which we have the largest com- 
mercial transactions. Our gold coins are received 
abroad, not according to the value we stamp upon 
them, but according to the amount of pure gold 
they contain. It would seem almost inexcusable 
to allow our paper money to remain depreciated 
below the standard of specie as fixed by ourselves 
for any period more protracted than is now im- 
peratively necessary. Bank notes, when they are 
made equivalent to the standard of United States 
coin, will be none too valuable. The second, 
third and fourth dilution of money would not be 
tolerated by even Hahnemann. 


ones 


RECOLLECTIONS OF A COIN 
COLLECTOR. 
No. 1. 
My aear Editor. 


True to my promise I will endeavor to, in this 
my first contribution to your new effort in the 
cause of Numismatology, give as well as my limited 
opportunities will allow, a brief history, or rather 
a sketch of what has transpired under my own 
immediate observation during the last ten years so 
far as concerns “‘ coins and coin collectors.” Ten 
years! It hardly seems so long—and yet it is 
true. Ten years ago and who would have dreamed 
that in the United States in the year of Grace 1867 
there would be three thousand enthusiastic col- 
lectors of coins and medals? Who would have 
thought that numismatic collections would be 
valued by thousands of dollars? Few, if any. 
You remember no doubt the first ‘meeting of our 
society in 1857 at the house of A. B. Sage in Essex 
street. I can never forget it. There were pres- 
ent if I remember rightly, Forkett, Oliver, Groh, 
Fiske, Dr. Gibbs, Thos. Dunn English, Mayers, 
Boughton, Norton, Ez. Hill and A. B. Sage. 
We organized by electing Dr. J. H. Gibbs, Pres- 
ident, F. H. Norton, Recording Secretary, Jas. 
O. Foskett, Librarian, Ed. Groh, Curator, and 
A. B. Sage, Corresponding Secretary. , About 
this time appeared the articles of ** Gus” in the 
New York Sunday Dispatch, entitled «* Gleanings 
of Coins.” They ran through some eleven numbers 
and ended in the controversy between ‘* Gus” and 
* «Numismatist,’””in which “ Gus” came out second 
best. However it was all for the best that 
such a controversy happened at the time for it 
awakened an interest in the matter and no doubt 
brought members into the numismatic field that 
otherwise would in ail probability never have 
thought of “ hoarding a coin.” ‘Gus’” articles 
possessed very little.if any merit of their own nor 
did he pretend to originality. The articles were 
simply a series of well selected scraps from Rud- 
ing’s Annals, Folke’s ‘lables, Humphrey’s Works, 
Brandes’ Encyclopedia, The Encyclopedia Brit- 
tanica, Akerman, and last though not least the poor 


- 


| Mint Book of Eckfeldt and Du Bois, that received 
so dreadful a drubbing from ** Numismatist” in his 
replies to “‘Gus.” It was about this time that 
I first met fohn Cooper Vail, the Poet. Poor 
Vail, many a time have F seen him since, a martyr 
to that curse of Americans, rheumatism. Vail I 
| believe was the first man in this country to adver- 
| tise for rare coins, and he obtained by that means 
numbers of the rarer specimens of our earlier 
coinage. Often have I conversed with him, and 
with wonder-wrought countenance envied him the 
pleasure of ever having seem so many gems. How 
he would dwell upon the pine tree six-pences, 
perfect, almost proof, and the Wushington Dollar 
that **came from an old women at the circus.” 
And (for I was but a boy then) with what a 
reverence would I gaze upon him when he told 
me of the treasures contained in the famous museum 
of ** Bi] Long” in Philadelphia. You no doubt 
remember Vail’s article in the little book published 
| by Brady about the great curiosity in Long’s col- 
lection, the toe of the New Zealander. 


In 1858 1 made my first trip to Philadelphia 
and for the first time beheld a really fine collection. 
I was received very courteously by Mr.].J. Mickley 
at his residence in Market street and never will I 
forget with what pleasure the old gentleman showed 
me his treasures, and treasures they were and are, 
aud although I have not seen his collection for 
upwards of eight years, I verily believe that it can 
not be equalled now in this country. There were 
but few collectors in Philadelphia at that time. 
I remember Dr. Taylor, Coffin, Hodge, Vaux, 
and my old friend Levick. The “ Kline” sale in 
1857 had given an impetus to collecting in the 
city of Brotherly Love and consequently there was 
more of a fever raging there than in New York, 
Well do I remember my first visit to Cogan in 
1oth street. - Cogan, (poor old man, I understand 
he is dead and gone now *) told me as a great se- 
cret that he had upwards of one hundred “’56° 
nickels,” and he believed they came from the mint, 
I had no doubt of it. 

No doubt you remember the red card that was 
so freely circulated about the time of which I 
write, offering what seemed fabulous rates for old 
coppers, by Mr. W.]. Howard. Howard ob- 
tained a very fine collection, and I believe sold it 
to some gentleman in Boston. Mr’ Howard was 
the fortunate possessor of the Washington Half 
Dollar described in one of Norton’s Literary Let- 
ters. He obtained it for a very moderate price I 
believe from a shoemaker named Bossuet, doing 
business then and now in Green street near Bleecker 
in New York. Mr. Howard had also in his col- 
lection some of the finest New York “ Cents” I 
ever saw. I believe that Howard after seliing his 


* We are delighted to be able to correct our correspond- 
ent’s doleful mortuary lamentations : Mr. Cogan is still alive 
and well, and still appertains to his old business at No. 101 
William street, New York. F Ep. - 
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collection went to Santa Fe, New Mexico. Poor kaiser and that all, noble and peasant alike, had to 
Ezra Hill, long since dead and buried, a victim of | submit to the authority of the successor of St. Paul, 
consumption, commenced collecting in 1858; he | whose stirrup even the most illustrious, powerful 
never was fortunate enough to obtain any very | and beloved of all the German monarchs, was forced 
rare ‘ pieces,” but was enthusiastic and by his'to hold, and to appease whose wrath, another, 
earnest nature and pleasant ways assisted materially | equally noble, if less fortunate, had to stand shiver- 
in the good work of creating a taste for the science. | ing in winter time before the gates of the” papal 
Many and many a night have I examined with | residence, clothed in a single shirt? 


him our collections, comparing the acquis tions of | When under the wis: protection of Henry, the 
the day and speculating as to how soon our col- City Builder (919-936) cities and towns first be- 
lections would rival Mickley’s. A short time | gan to flourish and at the same time trade to prosper, 
prior to his death he obtained a small place in | special privileges and facilities for commerce were 
Bleecker street, ‘« No. 6,” and did for a while | occasionally granted to especially favored cities. 


quite a thriving business in buying and selling | No privilege was more eagerly sought after and 
articles in the line of coins, autographs etc. ; 


New York, Fanuary 31st, 1867. 
Truly Yours 
A. B. Sz 





ON BRACTEATES. 
(Concluded from last Number.) 

The ecclesiastic bracteates are undoubtedly the 
most difficult to decipher. Their immense number 
the ever-varying types and devices combined with 
indifferent lettering and carelessness in execution, 
make their proper attribution and classification 
extremely perplexing. Perhapsthe greater majority 
of types will never be classified and the attribution 
of the published ones depends chiefly on vague 
speculation or is guided by known devices and 
secondary types, which serve the purpose of mint- 
marks of later times. 

Considering the amazing extent of German coin- 
age, each independent prince, or magistrate, or city 
stamping money of their own device and fluctuating 
purity, the debasement or the advance of a circul- 
ating standard of monetary value determined only 
by the caprices of the mintmaster and the events 
of warlike, ever-changing times, it is wonderful to | 
think, that trade flourished, cities grew up, and the 


| often dearer paid for, than the right of coinage, and 
permission to coin money for their own use and of 
their own device, according to the law of the em- 
pire. Asa right it was of the utmost importance 
toa city, which in issuing a separate, distinct money 
of its own, of a sufficient degree of purity, natur- 
ally attracted a circle of smaller towns and places 
in its neighborhood, that otherwise had to depend 
upon the unsettled debased coinage of the empire, 
and there circulating its better money to a large 
extent, as it were, made them tributeable and de- 
pendant. 

It will be seen, that in the beginning the reign- 
ing monarch alone had money struck with his bust 
and proper name and title, for the use of the whole 
empire, the mints being usually in the larger cities. 
Next he pawned them or in consideration of cer- 
tain sums, paid into the imperial treasury, granted 
the right of coinage to these cities, commonly 
reserving the privilege of issuing there yet the 
regular imperial coin or striking money for his 
own use in cases of danger or for extraordinary 
expenses, The choice of the device seems to 
have been left to the cities and not, as in later 
times, ordered in the patent of the emperor. 
Sometimes they adopted the bust of the reigning 





foundation was laid for a league of towns which 


monarch or his coat of arms or oftener the face of 


afterwards governed the world. If we examine | their respective patron, thus Hamburg, St. Mary ; 
the general style of the ecclesiastic bracteates, we | Lubeck, St. John; Erfurt, St. Martin; Gosslar, 
observe that it differs materially from any of the | $+. Simon and St. Jude; Halle, St. Maurice. 
series, we have yet described. We never meet Others took to their common emblem, the towered 
with a figure on horseback, they are generally seated city gate and ornamented it with different mint- 
on thrones and high chairs, beneath arches or marks or secondary devices, Magdeburg a maid 
baldachins, or their busts appear in or above the | above the gate, (Magdeburg—a maiden fortress) ; 
open city gate or in simple rims and squares of Hamburg a nettle leaf, Weissenburg a crown; 
beads. They carry no weapons, except some- | while others again fancied the double headed eagle, 


times the naked sword significant of their power 
of judgment, their emblems chiefly are crosses and 
crucifixes, fower sceptres, books and roses or lilies, 
the last emblematic either of their life of purity 
and holiness (?) or their being free from the pur- 
suits of worldly life (consider the /i/ies of the field— 
they foi/ not, neither do they spin.) Occasionaily 
we meet with an orb of empire on bracteates of 
archbishops and bishops. id they carry this 
emblem in sign of possession of estates or did the 





ever delightful to republican eyes. 

The list below of various prominent city types 
may perhaps be found useful for classifying mute 
specimens. It has been carefully compiled from 
authentic published coins and may be relied upon. 
Augsburg—imperial, mint-head above city gate 

between two towers, episcopal mint, various 

types. Civic, mint-city-pyr (a fir-nut.) 
Basle— Baslestaff, the wellknown city emblem. 






proud priests adopt the badge of royalty to show Bern—Bear. ; 
that the church was mightier then the reigning Braunschweig (Brunswick)—Lion. 


o 
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Brisach—Six hills. 1 

Camenz—Eagle talon and claw. 

Colmar—Eagle with the city arms on the breast. 

Cologne—Three crowns in shape of a shamrock 
leaf 

Corbach—A star above three arches and towers. 

Cottbus (on the Spree )—Crab., 

Eger—Shield with city arms. 

Eisenach—( Appel in “‘ Munzen der Stadte” de- 
scribes a bracteate with a head, covered with a 
pointed cap. VSEN.) 

Erfurt-—Wheel. 

Freiburg—Eagle’s head. 

Gosslar—St. Simon and St. Jude. A lion between 
‘two towers. 

Gotha—Two crowns, a negro head. 

Hagenau—A rose. 

Halle (in Saxony)—St. Maurice with flag and 
sword. 

Halle (in Suabia)—Hand and cross. 

Hamburg—Ciry gate. 

Hameln—Millstone axle. 

Heidelberg—Orb of empire. 

Jena—One or two bunches of grapes. 

Isni—Horse shoe. 

Landsberg—T wo beams. 

Leipzig—City arms. 

Lindau—Lindentree uprooted. 

Lubeck—Double headed eagle and city arms, a 
shield parted crosswise white and red. 

Magdeburg—City gate and maid. 

Mayence—W heel. 

Nordheim—N in old letters. 

Ravensburg—City gate. 

Ravensburg—Three raised spurs, 

Regensburg (Ratisbon)—Two keys in shape of a 
cross. 

Rugen (island}—Flowerpot. 

Saalfeld—Two fish. 

Schafhausen—A sheepshead. 

Schmalkalden—Crowned S. 

Schweidnitz—Hogshead. 

St. Gallen— Head of St. Gallus; a bear. 

Stendali—Half eagle and tour grains 

Strassburg—Lily. 

Uri—Head of the auerochs (ur.) 
Weimar --Bunch of grapes. 
Weissenburg—City gate. 
Weissensee—T wo fish. 
Wismar—City arms. 
Worms—City arms. 





The following two pieces were accidentally 
omitted in the list of medals commemorative of the 
sieges of Vienna, recently given : 

1. A neat ard rare memorial crown. 


Obv. View of the besieged city, an encamp- 


ment beneath the walls of the outer fortifications. 
Legend: WIEN GOTT BEWACHTE DER, 
-TURCKEN MACHT WIRD AUSGE- 
LACHT. 

Rev. 





DIESE MUNTZ ZEIGET DIE A. 


and the articles brought very low prices. 





683 '!. JUL. VON MAHOMED IV. BELA- 


GERTE STADT, WELCHE ABER DURCH 
GOTT VND DER KAYS. POHL, UND 
REICHSVOLCKER TAPFERKEIT D. 
hd WIDER DAVON BEFREYET WOR- 


ei 
2° 


z. Obv. Helmeted head to right. Legend: 


EN MARS SAXONICUS, Rev. Legend: HIC 
FAUSTE PRIM, IN HOSTES IRRUIT. 


In the field 1683 
D. } SEPT. 
VIENNA 
CONFOD. MANV 
A’TVRCIS 


LIBERATA 


A small thick silver medal of exquisite work- 


manship; the hclm and feathers on the obverse 
are masterpieces of medallic art and the effect of 
the whole device, heightened by a beautiful, mil- 
led rim, is pleasing. A specimen, formerly in my 
collection was found near the city of Lubeck, in 
North Germany, by a laborer while engaged in 
digging. Never having seen it illustrated or heard 
of a similar silver piece, I think it must be rare. 


H. F. 





COIN SALE. 





An auction sale of Coins, Medals, Books, Con- 


tinental paper money, old Newspapers, &c., the 
property of Wm. Deakin, Esq , of Chicago, took 
place in that city, Jan. 16th, at the rooms of 


Daniel Scott & Co., Auctioneers, 164 Lake street. 
The collection was not a very remarkable one, 
About 
100 French and other bronze Medals, averaged 
15 to 18 cents each. Political Tokens (American) 
six cents each, About 50 electrotypes averaged 
10 cents each. Pine tree shilling, good, $1.37. 
Virginia halfpenny, uncirculated, 70 cents. Nova 
Eborac, good, $2.20. Massachusetts haif-cent, 
very fine, $2. Vermontensium Res Publica, fine, 
$2.00. Dimes 1809,’22,’46, 50 cents each. 
1796 Quarter Dollar, go cents. Roman Coins, 
15 cents each. English Gun Money, 40 cents 
each. Continental Paper Money, 30 cents each. 





NEW PRUSSIAN DOUBLE-THALERS. 

Prussian double-thalers have been issued by the 
mint at Francfort a. M. from new dies. They 
are very beautifully executed and a credit to the 
country. The style and device is as usua!, with 
the exception of the armorial bearings of the re- 
cently annexed countries, added to the coat-of- 
arms in the wings of the eagle on the reverse. 
The coins issued by this mint bear on the obverse 
beneath the head of the king the initial C, while 
those of the mint at Hanover will have a B, to 
distinguish them from the productions of the Berlin 
mint, which show an A. 
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We beg to call the attention of the officers of | 
the Mint, to the following editorial article from 
the N. Y. Herald; the press is rapidly awakening | 
to the importance of the subject, and the au- | 
thorities in question will do well to remember it. 


Ed. 


A New Ten Cent Coin Wantev.—We ~~ | 
the time has come when the: government might | 
profitably, tothe Treasury and the country, put | 
into the sfffall currency a new ten cent coin of 
nickel and copper. We are not yet near enough 
to the specie standard to bring out the silver dime; | 
but a new coin of the. same legal value of inferior 
metals would answer for the present just as well, 
and, in relieving us'of all those little dirty bits of 
paper below the denomination of twenty-five 
cents, would be a great improvement in the way 
of small change. The coin, in being made flatter | 
and broader than our present clumsy nickels of | 
the one, two and five cent’ denominations, would 
afford a margin for a little more ornament. In 
fact the new nickel three cent piece is about the | 


only decent coin, as a work of art, that we have, | ° 


nickel, copper, silver and gold included. In all | 
of them the designers of our mint would do well 
to study the superior delicacy and finish of the | 
work upon the coins of England and France. In 
our coins. as in our postage stamps, there is the | 
same inferiority in this comparison, and there is 
no excuse for it. At all events, as the Secretary | 
of the treasury is intent upon specie payments, | 
we submit that the proposed new ten cent coin | 
will be a practical, seasonable and desirable step 
in this direction. —N. 1. Herald, Feb. 3rd, 1867. | 
¢ 





« COPPERHEADS.” 





A Descriptive Catalogue of the Copper and Base Metallic Cur- 
rency issued in the several States of the United States, commen- | 
cing in 1862 and ending in "1864. 


i 
| 
| 
| 





[NEW YORK CONTINUED. | 
224. "i 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 222. 


Rev. Similar to reverse No. 223. Not in large 
antique letters. An open wreath. C,N. 


' 
/ 


225. 
Ob. Same as obverse No 222. 
Rev. “* Not one Cent, L. Roloff” within a 
closed wreath. C. 
226. 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 222. 
Rev. Indian Head, 13 stars, “1863. E.S.” C. 
227. 
Ob. Same as obverse No, 222. 


Rev. Similar to reverse No. 226, without the 
initials and the date smaller. C BN.GS. 








228. 


Ob. Same as obverse No. 222. 
Rev. Liberty Head, 13 stars, “1863.” C.B. 
EE: 


229. 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 222. 
Rev. Eagle on Shield, «*United States of Amer- 


ica 1863.” ‘*E. Pluribus Unum” in ribbons. 
««E. S.”” in small letters. C. N. 
230. 


Ob. Same as obverse No. 222. 

Rev. Eagle on Shield, “ E Pluribus Unum” 
inscribed on ribbons, ‘ United States Medal, 
1863.” C.B.GS.N.T. 

231. 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 122. 
Rev. “Erinnerung an 1863.” C. 
232. 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 222. 


Rev. Wreath and Shield, “Our Country.” 
C.B.N.T 


233. 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 222. 
Rev. ‘* United Country” in an oval, the whole 


surrounded by a circle of 34 stars. C.B.N.T. 
234. 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 222. 
Rev. “1.0.U. 1 Cent” in an open wreath. 
C.B.T. 
235- 
Ob. “A Mug enclosed within a wreath.” 
Gustavus Lindenmueller. New York. 


Rev. A Bust, surrounded by a circle of 13 
stars “1863.” C.B.G.S.T. Size 16. 
236. 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 235. 
Rev. Same as reverse No. 235. “L. Roloff” 


| in gall letcers below the bust. C.8.GS.T.. Sine 16. 


237. 
Ob. Similar to obverse No. 235. The words 
«« New” and “ York” close together. 


Rev. Same as reverse No. 235. 
Size 16. 


C.B.GS.T. 


238. 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 237. 
Rev. Same as reverse No. 236. S.C.B.GS.T. 
Size 16. 
239. 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 235. 


Rev. Same as obverse No. 237. 


C.B.GS.T. 
Size 16. 


240. 
Ob. Same as reverse No. 235. 


Rev. Same as reverse No. 236. C.B.GS.T. 
Size 16. 
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241. 

Ob. 

«* Odeon,” 
Size 16. 


within a wreath. $.C.B.GS.N.T. 
242. 
Ob. “Charles A. Luhrs, 77 Pike Siip, cor. 
Water St. New York.” 


Rev. Goblet and wreath. 
1863. #.3.” $.C.B.GS.N.T. Size 13. 


24}. 
Ob. Same as reverse No. 242. 


Rev. A Rooster, surrounded by a circle of 13 
stars, “1863.” N.. Size 13. 


244. 

Ob. “C. Magnus’ National Printing Establish- 
ment. New York.” An eagle on shield, ribbons 
inscribed ** E Pluribus Unum.” 


Rev. 
York city.” Bust of Washington in a circle, 3 
stars. B. 

245. 

Ob. “J, Mahnken Liquors & Segars, 19 & 22 
West St. N. Y.” 

Rev. “Good for 1 Cent,”’ two stars. C. Size 13. 

246. 

Obv. Same as obverse No. 245. 

Rey. “I, O. U. 1 Cent Pure Copper,” two 
smal] heads. C. 

247. 

Ob. Same as obverse No. 245. 

Rev. An Indian head. 
dation, 1863.” C. 


«For Public Accomo- 


248. 
Ob. Same as obverse No." 245. 


Rev. Eagle ona Globe. “ Union for Ever.” C. | 


7 


Obv. 


Rev. Bust facing left. 
Clellan.” C. 


Same as obverse No. 245. 
«« General G. B. Me. 


250. 
Ob. ‘“B. Maloney, Proprietor.” 2 stars. 
Indian head, ‘* Liberty” inscribed on the band. 


Rev. 
4 stars. 


An 


“National 499 Third Avenue 1863.” 
"Cae. 
251. 
Ob. ‘ F. Mangold,” one star. 
Rev. “9. New York St. M. Cents in Goods.” B. 


_ @§2. 
Ob. “John Matthews, Manufacturer of Soda 
Water Apparatus, No. 437, First Ave. New York.” 


Rev. Female head, shark, and eagle’s head. 
**Matthews Medal 1863.” “Muller.” C. a, 
Size 17. 





«« Gustavus Lindenmueller, New York.” | 


« Pike Slip Shades | . 


** 100 entitle to a $2.00 view of New | 


| NOTES AND QUERIES. 





| Contributions for this department are invited on topics of 
| general interest to Numismatisss and Archaeologists. 


Announcements cf Coins or Antiquities for sale, or desired for 
| purchase, will be published in this column at a charge of twenty- 
Jive cents per line. 
Guzn Cove, L. 1, January 21st, 1867. 
Ed. American Fournal of Numismatics : 

Dear Sir,—In the catalogue of the late sale of Mr. 
Lightbody’s coins, I find on the last page the following : 
sx “f 1—50.¢. Greenback, signed, scarce.” 

On seeing this, I wrote to the Treasurer, Mr. Spinner, 
asking if I could obtain one, and his reply was: “ There 
are no 50 ct. Greenbacks signed,” can you explain where 
they came from, or for what reason they were signed ? 

Mr. Cogan informs me that the bill was genuine. Answer 
| through the Journal, or by letter, and you will greatly 
| oblige, Yours respectfully, I. T. B. 





Fort Wacnze, Inp., January 30th, 1867. 
Ed, American Fournal of Numismatics: 

Dear Sir,—I have in my possession a “ Sfatuette,” in 
brass, of Gen. Washington, representing him in citizens’ 
dress, of the fashion of 1776. It is about five inches in 
length, and weighs one pound. It was found about three 
feet below the surface of the ground, in excavating for a 
cellar, near where “ o/d Fort Wagner” formerly stood. 
Can you give any information of its origin or history? It 
is a fine representation of the great original, and is con- 
sidered here rare, if not unique. F, P.R. 
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